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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT, ENGLAND
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003
	 
	Made
	6th March 2003
	 

	 
	Laid before Parliament
	11th March 2003
	 

	 
	Coming into force
	1st April 2003
	 


Appointment of date for the exercise of rights of electors
     13. The auditor shall, for the purpose of the exercise of rights under section 15(2) and 16(1) of the 1998 Act, appoint a date on or after which those rights may be exercised, and shall notify the relevant body concerned, or in the case of a parish meeting the chairman of the meeting, of that date.

Public inspection of accounts
     14.  - (1) Subject to paragraph (2), the relevant body or, as the case may be, the chairman, notified under regulation 13, shall make the accounts and other documents mentioned in section 15 of the 1998 Act available for public inspection for 20 working days before the date appointed by the auditor under that regulation.

    (2) The council of a parish, or the chairman of a parish meeting of a parish not having a separate council, notified under regulation 13, shall make the accounts and other documents in relation to a period to which regulation 9(3) applies available for public inspection on reasonable notice.
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Notice of public rights
     16.  - (1) Not later than 14 days before the commencement of the period during which the accounts and other documents are made available in pursuance of regulation 14, a relevant body to which regulation 11(2) applies, or in the case of a parish meeting, the chairman of the meeting, shall give notice by advertisement of the matters set out in paragraph (2).

    (2) The matters referred to in paragraph (1) are - 

(a) the period during which the accounts and other documents referred to in paragraph (1) will be available for inspection in accordance with regulation 14;

(b) the place at which, and the hours during which, they will be so available;

(c) the name and address of the auditor;

(d) the provisions contained in section 15 and section 16 of the 1998 Act; and

(e) the date appointed under regulation 13.

    (3) A relevant body to which regulation 12(2) applies or which is referred to in regulation 12(3) or, in the case of a parish meeting, the chairman of the meeting, shall display a notice containing - 

(a) subject to sub-paragraph (b), the information referred to in paragraph (2) above in a conspicuous place or places in the area of the body for a period of at least 14 days immediately prior to the period during which the accounts and other documents are made available under regulation 14; or

(b) instead of the information referred to in paragraph 2(b) above, details of the manner in which notice should be given of an intention to inspect the accounts and other documents.

Written notice of proposed objection
     17.  - (1) Any written notice of a proposed objection given in pursuance of section 16(2) of the 1998 Act shall state the facts on which the local government elector proposes to rely, and contain, so far as possible - 

(a) particulars of any item of account which is alleged to be contrary to law,    
     and
(b) particulars of any matter in respect of which it is proposed that the auditor could make a report under section 8 of that Act.

    (2) In relation to relevant bodies to which Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 applies[29], paragraph (1) shall apply in respect of matters occurring before such a body first adopted a code of conduct under that Act or such a code was first applied to it, with the addition of particulars of any person from whom it is alleged that the auditor should certify under section 18 of the 1998 Act[30] that a sum or amount of loss or deficiency is due and the sum of that amount.
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