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1.12 A fult and comprehensive guide
to the legal aspects of traffic signs is
outside the scope of this manual. Legal
matters are dealt with only briefly in
this section.

1.13 Highway Authorities are respon-
sible for ensuring correct standards of
signing on their roads; only they can
erect traffic signs or permit their erec-
tion. The Police also have certain re-
sponsibilities which are described
later.

1.14 In England and Wales however,
{excluding Scotland), it is the local
authority which may not necessarily
be the highway authority, which is

responsible for erecting and maintain-
ing waiting restriction and speed limit
signs and for establishing pedestrian
crossings in their area.

1.15 Authorities may only use signs—
including carriageway markings—of &
size, cotour and type prescribed or
specially authorised by the Secretary
of State. The prescribed signs are in-
cluded in The Traffic Signs Regulations
and General Directions 1987 Statutory
Instrument 1981 No 889 and 7he
Traffic Signs (Speed Limits} Regu-
lations and General Directions 1969
Statutory instrument 1969 No 1487.
These Statutory Instruments may be
amended from time to time.
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1.16 All the-presctibed signs and car-
riageway markings are described in’
subsequent chapters of this manual. if
an authority wishes to:use a sign.not
prescribed-in:Ragutatiorns, application
should he fmade to'thegppropriate

: Regtona& Controllar (R&T) giving

reasotis: for: watmng & nevesign-and:
describing it it detadl, preferably with
drawings-and site:plans.The design of
such signsishoutd confors to Worboys
principles..Only in exceptional circum-
stances wilt'speciat sigris b auth-
oriséd- Thisis esseritial in'order to
keep the-numbey of sign types ta'the
absolute mmtmum vequwed for the
“functioning of the
road stem Amy apprecrabie -diversi-

canceean eause dtfﬂcumes Yo road
users unaccustomed lothearea.:

1.17 Authorities are not free to use all
the signs shown i this manual at will
wuheutfurther authorisation. They
may do so generaﬁy with-informatery
signs and warning signs, but there are
a lerge number of signs which first
require an Osder to be made and some
signs cannot be used without specific
site approvat of the. Secretary of State.
Subsequent chapters of this:manuat
statewhere an Order br other authority
is required before the'sign can be Gsed.

1.18 The use on Public highways of
non-prescribed signs which have not
been authorised by; or on behaif of,
the Sec'setaw :of State, is- iHegal and
sxgns act beyond then' powers. Ad-
ditionally, an unauthorised sign in the
highway. is an obstruction. The.poss-
ible consequences.of erecting or per-
mitting the erection of obstruetions
may be savere and those responsible .
could lay themselves open to a.clairm
for damages;.for example, if the ob-
struction is the cause of accidant or of

injury in a collision or if the unauthor-
ised sign injuriously affects a franting
praperty by blocking light or impairing
visual arnenity.

1.19 Authorities will normaily erect
their traffic signs within the highway
boundary. if this is not possible, they
can erect signs‘on or ovér land adjac-
ent to the highway with the owners’
permission. They caralso, if necess-
ary, acquire land or rights over land
either by agreement or compulsorily
for the accommodation of signs.

1.20 Authorities should consider re-
quiring the removat of any object or
device erected privatély onfand adjac-
ent ta their roads which has the appar-
ent’or express intefition of guiding,
warning or direéting road users.

In addition, private advértisements
should not resembie or incorporate
prescribed traffic signs or their sym-
bols. United Kingdom signs: are. cmwn
copyright and may not be r¢
without permission. n no ¢l
stances. will the Department permit the
use of traffic signs on advertisements
at road side locations. When pce-
scribed traffic signs are used’ itegally
action'should be taken o secure their
removal, -

'1.21 Certain éomments oh statutory

requirements are also mao‘e in sub-
sequent chapters as appcopnate ‘Ref-
arences to advemsements i Englénd
and Wales are made in ‘the Ministry of
Housmg and Local Govemment Circu-
lar No11/62 and in Scottand in the’
Department of Heatth fof Scotland Cir-
cular No 5§7/61 (Scotiand).

1.22 The Secretary of State has over-
riding powers to require the removal
or to remove any traffic sign or any
object or device for the guidance or
direction of persons using roads.
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